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To  Canadian  People 


THE  WRITS  FOR  A  GENERAL 

ELECTION  HAVE  BEEN 

ISSUED 

A  consultation  of  the  people  at 
short  and  regular  periods  is  the 
right  of  a  free  people.  The  con- 
■titution  provides  accordingly 
for  a  general  election  every 
five  years.  It  is  indeniable  that 
there  has  existed  a  strong  desire 
in  the  community  to  avoid  an 
election  du/ing  the  war. 

An  impression  prevails  that 
had  I  accepted  the  invitation  of 
the  Prime  Minister  to  join  his 
government,  a  new  extension 
would  have  beeen  possible.  This 
impression  is  absolutely  er- 
roneous the  fact  being  that  the 
invitation  extended  to  me  was 
coupled  with  the  stipulation  that 
the  coalition  government  would 
pass  a  conscription  measure,  and 
then  appeal  to  the  country,  thus 
making  an  election  unavoidable. 

The  government  as  recently 
reconstructed,  the  Union  Go- 
vernment so-called,  is  now  ap- 
pealing to  the  country  for  sup- 
port. Six  members  of  the  Liberal 
party,  some  of  them  close  per- 
sonal friends,  have  consented  to 
become  membars  of  the  adminis- 
tration, and  the  programme 
which  they  intend  to  foUow  has 
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already  been  placed  before  the 
public,  but  in  this  progiamme, 
one  trace  is  to  be  found  that  the 
Liberal  members  of  the  admi- 
nistration have  succeeded  in  in- 
iluencing  their  colleagues  to 
the  adoption  of  measures  which 
they  deemed  essential  not  only 
to  win  the  war,  but  for  the  wel- 
fare of  the  country  at  all  times. 

THE  GOVERNMENT'S 
MANIFESTO 

I^ost  of  the  articles  in  the 
Government's  manifesto  are 
simply  stale  commonplaces  ex- 
tracted from  the  Conservative 
programme  of  1911,  forgotten 
after  the  election,  resurrected 
for  a  new  election.  Such  is  the 
promise  of  economy  of  public  ex- 
penditure, and  such  the  promise 
of  Civil  Service  Reform — two  re- 
forms which  the  Opposition 
would  have  been  happy  to  sup- 
port in  the  last  Parliament,  if 
the  Government  had  afforded 
them  the  opportunity. 

IMMIGRATION 

One  particular  item  is  deserv- 
ing of  attention.  "A  strong  and 
progressive  policy  of  immigra- 
tion" is  promised.  This  will  be, 
perhaps  the  most  important 
question  after  the  war.  The  bur- 
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dens  which  are  now  being  accu- 
mulated and  which  will  have  tu 
be  assumed  and  borne  by  the 
Canadian  people  can  be  faced  U 
the  enormous  ressources  of  the 
country  are  developed.  But  de- 
velopment demands  a  rapid  in- 
crease in  the  population.  Hence 
the  necessity  of    a    strong  and 

firogressive  immiip-ation  policy 
t  is  manifest  that  the  promised 
strong  and  progressive  policy  has 
been  seriously  impairr  by  the 
breach  of  faith  with  naturalized 
Canadian  citizens  involved  in  the 
withdrawal  of  the  political  fran- 
chise from  large  numbers  of 
these  citizens.  This  must  prove 
a  serious  blow  to  immigration, 
especially  when  the  conduct  of 
the  Canadian  government  is 
contrasted  with  the  attitude  of 
the  United  States,  where  no  such 
indignity  has  been  been  placed 
upon  naturalized  citizens. 

CANADIAN  NORTHERN 
RAILWAY 

An  article  of  the  programme 
of  the  Government  speaks  of 
the  development  of  transporta- 
tion facilities,  but  in  vague 
though  rather  ambigious  terms. 
No  mention  is  made  of  the  ac- 
quisition of  the  Canadian  North- 
em  Railway;  yet  this  subject 
was  not  exhausted  by  the  legisla- 
tion of  last  session,  and  it  will  be 
one  of  the  most  important  duties 
of  the  next  Parliament  again  to 
review  it. 

One  feature  of  the  act  of  last 
session  is  that  the  Government 
becomes  the  owner  of  the  stock 
of  the  Company,  of  the  nominal 


value  of  sixty  million  dolkrs. 
There  never  was  a  dollar  paid 
in  that  stock.  The  experts  em- 
ployed by  the  Government  to  ap- 
praise the  value  of  the  whole  en- 
terprise, men  of  acknowledged 
ability  and  experience,  them- 
selves have  reported  that  th« 
stock  of  the  Company  has  no  va- 
lue whatever. 

Yet  the  Government  have 
taken  authority  to  appoint  a 
board  of  arbitrators  to  give  a 
value  to  that  property  without 
value. 

The  Opposition  asked  that  the 
report  of  the  arbitrators,  what- 
ever it  might  be,  should  be  laid 
before  Parliament  for  approval. 
Though  this  motion  was  reject- 
ed, it  is  the  right  of  the  people  to 
declare  that  the  case  should  not  ■ 
have  beeen  closed  by  the  action 
of  a  moribund  Parliament,  but 
that  the  whole  matter  should  be 
reported  to,  and  adjudicated  by 
the  new  Parliament. 

THE  ECONOMIC  SITUATION 

It  was  natural  to  expect  that 
the  reconstructed  government 
would  give  very  serious  attention 
to  the  economic  situation  of  the 
country,  which  is  admittedly 
critical.  There  is  no  allusion  to 
it  except  the  vague  promise  of 
"effective  measures  to  prevent 
excessive  profits,  to  prohibit 
hoardings  and  to  prevent  comb- 
ination for  the  increase  of  prices 
and  thus  reduce  the  high  cost  of 
living.  The  economic  problems 
have  to  be  grappled  with  at  once, 
in  no  such  vague  general  terma. 
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but  in    vigorous    and    concrete 
propoiala. 

CONTROL  OF  FOOD 

SUPPLIES  AND  PRICES 

In  con>-ection  with  the  high 
coat  of ..  '  g,  I  would  ask  drastic 
iiteps  to  b>  ng  under  government 
control  an  food  producing  fact- 
ories so  that  food  may  sold  at  a 
fixed  price  under  the  control  of 
the  government,  as  has  been 
done  in  Great  Britain.  To  this 
end,  arrangements  should  be 
made  with  he  managements  of 
the  food  producing  factories  al- 
lowin.?  for  a  fair  interest  on  in- 
vestment and  fair  and  reason- 
able net  profits,  so  that  food 
may  be  obtainable  by  the  ordin- 
ary consumer  at  the  best  pos- 
sible prices  Should  such  arran- 
gements not  bt  possible,  I  would 
not  hesitate  to  commander  all 
food  factories. 

Nor  is  that  all.  The  govern- 
ment is  invested  with  powers 
which  they  could  and  should 
have  used  to  reduce  the  price  of 
all  commodities.  These  powers 
they  have  already  exercised  in 
the  case  of  newsprintpaper. 

As  far  back  as  the  month  of 
February  last  an  Order  in  Coun- 
cil was  passed  by  which  it  was 
enacted  that  "with  a  view  to  en- 
sur  to  publishers  of  Canadian 
newspapers,  newspri'.*^  paper  at 
reasonable  prices"  the  Minister 
of  Customs  was  "authorized  and 
empowered  to  fix    the  quantity 


and  price  of  newsprint  in  sheets 
and  rolls  to  be  furnished  by  the 
manufacturers  to  the  publishers 
in  Canada". 

By  virtue  of  this  Order  the 
Government  have  compelled 
manufacturers  of  print-paper, 
against  the  latter's  protest,  to 
supply  publi.-ihers  and  news- 
papers at  a  price  which  they 
themselves  fixed  as  reasonable. 
If  they  could  thus  reduce  the 
price  of  paper  to  consumers  of 
paper,  why  did  they  .stay  there? 
Why  should  the  Government  not 
also  have  reduced  to  the  hundred 
of  thousands  of  anxious  house- 
wives and  bread-winners  the 
prices  of  all  those  commodities 
which  make  the  c.-er-inf^reasing 
cost  of  living  one  of  the  most  in- 
sistent and  dar./erous  of  all  the 
problems   that  now  confront  uo. 

PROFITEERfrJG 

One  of  the  most  important 
contributions  towards  winning 
the  war  is  to  put  a  stop  to  pro- 
fiteering for  the  benefit  of 
its  partisan  followers.  A  fir-st 
duty  of  my  administration 
would  be  to  secure  to  the  country 
which  pays  for  war  supplies,  the 
excess  of  exorbitant  profits  be- 
ing realized  by  profiteers.Should 
it  be  necessary,  I  would  not  hfl- 
sitate,  in  order  -to  immediately 
stop  profiteering,  to  take  con- 
trol of  the  factories  which  are 
engaged  in  the  supply  of  war 
materials,  as  had  been  done  in 
Great  Britain,  and  run  them  on 
the  principle  of  reasonable  re- 
turn on  investment  for  the  own- 
ers, and    reasonable    legitimate 


profit.  I  believe  that  one  of  the 
beat  methods  of  providing  war 
lupplies  and  .saving  the  country 
from  being  exploited  by  pro- 
fiteers would  be  to  turn  the  gov- 
ernment shops  which  are  suit- 
able for  such  purposes  to  the 
production  of  war  materials, 
ships,  etc.,  for  the  benefit  of  the 
country  at  coat  price. 

The  prices  of  all  commodities 
have  been  steadily    rising  since 
the  beginning  of  the  war.    The 
daily  provisioning  of  the  family 
table  is  from  day  to  day  becom- 
ing a  more    and  more  alarming 
problem  for  all  classes  of  wage- 
earners  and  for  all    peoople  of 
small  and  of  even    moderate  in- 
come. It  is  no  answer  to  say  that 
this  is  the  natural  consequence 
of  the  war.  When  it  is  consider- 
ed that  the  price    of    bread  and 
bacon— to, speak    only  of  these 
two  commodities— is  higher  hero 
in  Canada  that    in  the    United 
Kingdom,  this  of  itself  is  proof 
sufficient  that  the    prices  here 
are  inflated  by    methods  which 
are  in  no  -vay  connected  with  the 
war,  unleas  the  war  is  taken  ad- 
vantage of  for  the  very  purpose 
of  inflation.  Indeed,  the  principal 
causes  of    these    ever    soaring 
p-'ces  are  none  other  than  those 
dt  cribed  in    the  Government's 
manifesto  as  "excessive  profits", 
"hoardings"  and  "combinations 
for  the  increase  of  prices".  Since 
the  Government    knows  where 
the  evil  is,  what    prevents    the 
Government  from    striking  the 
i'vil,  and  striking  hard.    The  re- 
medies are  at  hand,  and  I  at  once 
set  down  the  policy. 


TARIFF  REFORM 

No  measure  to  reduce  the  coat 
of  living  can  be  effective  unleu 
nnd  until  the  tariff  Is  reformed 
and  its  pressure  removal  from 
those  commodities  in  which 
there  are  "excessive  profit*", 
"hoardings"  and  "combination* 
for  the  increase  of  prices".  Of 
this  obvious,fundamental  reform 
there  is  not  a  word  in  the  Gov- 
ernment's manifesto.  Indeed, 
members  of  the  present  Govern- 
ment have  announced  that  ail 
questions  of  tariff  legislation 
must  be  relagated  till  after  the 
war. 

Believing  that  increased  food 
production  is  one  of  Canada's 
best  contributions  towards  win- 
ning the  war,  I  would  propose  if 
entrusted  with  the  administra- 
tion of  the  country  to  immedi- 
ately relieve  Agriculture  from 
its  disabilities  in  this  regard. 

Since  the  commencement  of 
the  War,  the  Government  placed 
an  increase  of  7  1-2  per  cent,  in 
our  tariff  on  all.  commodities 
coming  into  Canada  from  out- 
side Great  Britain,  and  an  in- 
crease of  5  per  cent  on  the  goods 
coming  from  Great  Britain.  I 
would  immediate^  remove  those 
two  disabilities  as  respects  com- 
modities from  all  countries  other 
than  those  with  which  we  are  at 
war.  There  is  no  doubt  that  un- 
der existing  conditions,  these  in- 
creases in  the  tariff  are  a  hin- 
drance rather  than  a  help  to 
production  in  Canada,  whilst  it 
is  certain, that  in  the  final  resort 
the  consumer  has  to  pay  these 
extra  taxes. 
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The  increMcd  duty  on  imports 
from  Great  Britain  was  an  un- 
friendly and  an  uneces«ar>-  act- 
•  Ion  on  the  part  of  Canada  to- 
wards the  mother  country,  at  a 
time  when  British  trade  was 
■taggering  under  the  disadvant- 
mges  incidental  to  the  war.  It 
continues  to  bear  unfairly  and 
unduly  on  existing  trade  and 
should  be  speedily  removed. 

In  further  mitigation  of  disad- 
vantages to  agricultural  produc- 
tion, I  would  immediately  rem- 
ove the  duties  on  agricultural 
implements  and  other  esgentials. 
as  demanded  by  the  western 
farmers. 

A  general  well-considered  re- 
form of  the  Tariff  for  the  pur- 
pose of  helping  Canadian  produc- 
tion and  relieving  the  Canadian 
consumers  would  also  be  an  ob- ' 
Ject  of  my  administration. 

CANADA'S    PART?    PATION 
IN  THE  W     . 

It  cannot  be  said  too  often  that 
this  war  could  not  have  been 
avoided  by  the  Allies,  and  that  it 
is  a  contest  for  the  very  exist- 
ence of  civilization.  Of  this  the 
entralice  of  the  United  States 
into  the  conflict  is  further  proof, 
if  indeedfurtherproofs  were  nee- 
ded. The  American  people  long 
hoped  that  they  would  be  spared 
that  ordeal,  but  the  ruthless  vio- 
lation by  Germany  of  the  moat 
aacred  canons  of  International 
taw  left  them  no  option ;  they 
had  to  join  in  the  fight  against 
a  power  which  has  become  the 
common  enemy  of  mankind. 


At  the  very  beginning,  pene- 
trated of  the  immensity  of  the 
struggle  and  of  the  necessity  of 
bending  all  our  efforts  to  th 
•..inning  of  the  war,  we,  of  th 
Oppus'tion,  gave  to  the  Govern- 
ment every  possible  assisUnce. 
We  assented  to  all  their  war 
measures,  except  when  convinc- 
ed that  their  measures  would  be 
detrimental  rather  than  helpful. 

This  year  the  Government  in- 
troduced a  bill  to  make  military 
service  compulsory.  With  this 
policy  I  found  it  impossible  to 
agree.  If  it  be  asked  how  this 
view  is  consistent  with  my  oft 
expressed  determination  to  as- 
sist in  winning  the  war,  I  ans- 
wer without  any  hesitation  that 
this  sudden  departure  from  the 
voluntary  lystem  was  bound 
.  more  to  hinder  than  to  help  the 
war. 

It  should  be  remembered  that 
previous  to  the  war,  in  all  British 
countries  conscription  was  un- 
known. It  was  the  pride  of  the 
Iritish  peoples  everywhere  that 
compulsory  military  service,  the 
bane  of  Continental  Europe,  had 
never  been  thought  of  in  Great 
Britain,  and  that  even  the  gig- 
antic struggle  against  Napoleon 
had  been  fought  on  the  purelv 
voluntary  system. 

At  the  same  time  it  must  be 
pointed  out  that  ir,  Gr^at  Britain 
for  some  years  before  the  war, 
in  viow  of  the  ^mme^aity  of  war 
preparations  amongst  all  the 
nations  of  the  continent,  the 
question  of  conscription  was  se- 
riously and  increasingly  discus- 


8e<1  ir  Parliamant  and  in  the 
press,  so  that  at  last  when  a 
measure  to  that  effect  was  intro- 
duced by  the  government,  it 
came  as  no  surprise.  It  found  the 
people  prepaied,  and  yet  even 
then  strong  protests  were  heard 
from  many  classes  of  the  com- 
munity. 

■Very  different  was  the  intro- 
diKtion  of  Conscripion  in  Can- 
ada. It  came  as  a  complete  sur- 
prise.It  never  had  been  discussed 
in  Parliament,  and  the  voice  of 
the  press  had  beien  strong  a- 
gainst  it. 

In  the  month  of  July  1916 
such  ai)  important  paper  as  the 
Toronto  "Globe"  deprecated  the 
very  idea  of  Conscription.  Here 
is  what  it  said  in  a  carefully  rea- 
soned editorial  : 

"The  "Globe"  in  its  editorial  co- 
"lumns  has  consistently  pointed 
"out  that  in  a  country  such  as 
"Canada  conscription  is  an  im- 
"possibility,  and  that  no  respon- 
"sible  statesman  of  either  party 
"capable  of  forming  or  leading  a 
"Canadian  War  Ministry  would 
"propose  compulsory  service. 
"Nor  has  the  "Globe"  unduly 
"criticised  the  failure  of  the 
"Borden  government  to  do  more 
"than  it  has  done  to  assist  vo- 
"luntary  recruting.  The  criti- 
"cism  of  the  "Globe"  and  of  Lib- 
"eral  papers  have  been  exceed- 
"ingly  mild  when  compared  with 
"the  vitriolic  denunciations  of 
"the  Toronto  'Telegram"  the 
"Winnipeg  "Telegram",  the 
"Montreal  "Daily  Mail"  and 
"other  journals  that  have  abso- 
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"lutely  no  sympathy    with    the 
"Liberal  party." 

And  even  as  late  as  December 
27th,  1916,  the  "Globe"  repeated 
its  warnings  against  any  effort 
"to  force  Canadians  into  the 
"ranks"  and  summed  up  public 
opinion  thus: 

"Trades  unionists  are  found 
"opposing  Conscription,  and  the 
"leading  opponents  of  every 
"manifestation  of  democracy 
"are  favouring  the  system." 

No  less  emphatic  had  been  the 
language  of  the  government. 
At  the  beginning  of  the  ses- 
'.  sion  of  1916,  in  answer  to  my  en- 
quiry whether   the    promise  re- 
cently   made  by  the  Prime  Mi- 
nister of  enlisting  500,000  men 
^  meant  Conscription, )'»  answered 
in  these  words  : 

"My  Right  Honourable  friend 
"has  alluded  to  Conscription  — 
"to  the  idea  in  this  country  or 
"elsewhere  that  there  may  be 
"Conscription  in  Canada.  In 
"speaking  in  the  first  two  or 
"three  months  of  this  war,  I 
"made  it  clear  to  the 'people  of 
"Canada  that  we  did  not  propose 
"Conscription.  I  repeat  that  an- 
"nouncement  to-day  with  empha- 
"sis". 

Equally  emphatic  and  un- 
qualified were  my  own  declara- 
tions on  the  subject. 

Throughout  the  campaign 
of  1910  and  1911,  I  may 
recall  that  the  Nationalist- 
Conservative  alliance  which  op- 
posed the  naval  policy  omeant 
conscription.     Meeting  these  as- 


sertions  I  gave  the  public  fre- 
quent assurance  that  under  no 
circumstances  would  conscrip- 
tion follow  the  adoption  of  our 
policy.  Again  and  again  after 
the  outbreak  of  the  present  war 
I  insisted  that  conscription 
should  not  be  introduced  in  Can- 
ada. Such  was  my  position 
when  the  government  reversed 
its  attitude  and,  without  warn- 
ing, introduced  the  Military 
Service  Act. 

To  force  such  a  drastic  mea- 
sure upon  a  people  thus  unpre- 
pared and  against  repeated  as- 
surances to  the  contrary,  was 
neither  wise  nor  prudent,  nor  ef- 
fective. It  may  bring  men  to  the 
ranks  but  it  will  not  infuse  into 
the  whole  body  of  the  nation 
that  spirit  of  enthusiasm  and 
determination  which  is  more 
than  half  the  battle.It  will  create 
and  intensify  division  where 
unity  of  purpose  is  essential. 

I  am  only  too  well  aware  that 
the  views  which  I  here  present 
have  not  met  which  the  univers- 
al acceptance,  even  in  the  party 
to  which  I  belong,  but  even  I  hold 
that  to  coerce  when  persuation 
has  not  been  attempted,  is  not 
sound  policy,  and  in  this  I  appeal 
to  the  impartial  judgement  of 
all  Canadians. 

In  combatting  the  policy  of 
conscription,  all  that  I  asked  was 
that  a  measure  of  such  moment 
should  not  be  enforced  by  Par- 
liament without  an  appeal  to  the 
people.  I  supported  a  referendum 
for  the  reason  that  the  referen- 
dum is  the  most  advanced  and 
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the  most  modem  method  of  con- 
sultation of  the  people,  without 
the  complication  inseparable 
from  a  general  election.  A  refe- 
rendum had  also  been  asked  on 
this  very  question  by  organized 
labour.  My  request  was  denied. 

I  appeal  with  great  confidence 
to  the  fair  judgement  of  the 
country  that  the  introduction  at 
this  juncture  and  in  the  manner 
above  described  was  a  grave  er- 
ror, if  it  is  remembered  that  the 
supreme  object  should  have  been 
and  still  should  be  to  bring  all 
classes  of  the  community  in  the 
task  which  we  assumed. 

A  fundamental    objection    to 
the  Government's  policy  of  con- 
scription is  that  it  conscripts  hu- 
man life  oinly,  and  that  it  does 
not  attempt  to  conscript  wealth, 
ressources,  or  the  service  of  any 
persons  other  than    those    who 
come  within  the  age  limit  pres- 
cribed by  the  Military  Service 
Act.  This  is  manifestly    unjust. 
The  man  who  is  prepared  to  vo- 
lunteer his  services  and  to  ri.sk 
his  life  in  his  country's  defence 
is  entitled  to  first  consideration. 
Those  dependent  upon  him,  ard 
who  spare  him  from  their  midst 
are  the  next  most  deserving  of 
the  State's  solicitude  and  care. 
A  policy  which  will  accord  first 
place  to  the  soldier  and  the  sailor 
in  the  concern  of  the  State  will, 
I  believe,  bring  forth  all  the  men 
necessary  to  fight    its    battles, 
without  the  need  of  recourse  to 
conscription.  If  returned  to  pow- 
er, I  should  adopt  such  a  policv. 
My  first  duty  will  be  to  seek  put 


the  ablest  men  of  the  country 
men  of  organizing  capacity  ^ 
^eli  as  men  representative  ^ 

fnv?  fflf' '"  ^^^  <=°"""unity,  and 
nvite  them  irrespective  of  what 
>t  may  involve  in  the  wav  of  « 

criftceof  their  persontf^nter" 
ests,  to  join  with  me  in  the  fnrm 

generous  dcodIp  a  ^Za  * 

as  no  Tovai''rr°!J  "«  Problems. 
^thouJ  thi  ^^''"d'an  can  view 

To  these  views  it  is  no  answer 
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we'mus?  h«vr  °^**°  '«'''•  that 
•alit^Th-^7\  conscription  or 
quit.  This  statement  is  falsified 
by  a  recent  and  convulsive  exai^ 

fion  ann'^^A^  'V''^'^  <=^S 
"Zf    i   ^strolia    did    nit 

the  f,>hf  "'*^"''  "  "«"  in 
we  fight  under  the  volunt. 
ary  system.  Each  year  h« 
«nder^      i„         i„^y««r    J^ 

rent  the  necessity  of  organisC 
the  nation,  in  order  thafso  fe? 
ces^nS  ^^ '"J^fiWe,  the  ressoS: 
th^ir  pn?""*'**'""  °f  Canada  in 
serlp^wl''  ""^y  ''«  """de  or 
eu?ro  Ve  la'r 'aj  ^'"^ 
the  exhaustion  the  war""h«? 
caused     in      the  ^w  ,¥ 

Grpaf    B^'l  •  °'°     world, 

Lrreat    Britain    and    her    Alliei. 

S  K»»«-  =  ^^ 

cessarv  fn,  i     l-  '  "ay  be  ne- 
InTar'mie"'""'"'^'''"^''"''"*^- 

QUEBEC'S  PART  IN  THE 
WAR 

Mr.      Crothers,   Ministpr    «f 

Labour,    speaking  Sf^   ^^ 

"A"  V^omas,    declared    that    if 

Quebec  had  done  her  duty  i 

the  other  provinces    we  shouM 
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If  enlisting  in  Quebec  was  not 
°"h«P«^th  enlisting  fn  th* 
other  provinces,  on  whom  doel 
the  responsibility  rest"  ?>? 
whom  but  the  BordeTgoveS^ 
ment,  whose  Quebec  mwnWs 
openly,  strenuously  and  p^ift 
ent  y  preached  the  NatfonX" 

C^naT  •  ^  r"°  Participation  by 
Sdp\»;  ™  ^"PP^^al  wars,  out. 
side  her  own  territory." 

!„  15"*'  ^~=t"ne  first  put  forth 

i?  *\"djng  of  Drummond-Ar 

i^^^^fa'"  the  autumn  of  1910 

fe]i^?  J'?''l«  Nationalist  bodv, 

MicJuding  two    of    the    Drpa<.,■^ 

m^ste™   won  the  etti^o^l^r' 

of  1911   rJ.'jf  *^-."^^?'  «'«<=tions 

wasnotVhf^i?  ?".*^  '"    Q^^bec 

was  not  the  mam  issue;  the  main 

issue  was  the  naval  pol  cy  o^the 

tate  admmistration,  which    was 

bitterly  assa  led    bv    thp  aor^f 

•nen,ofthesamedoMorw 
participation  by  Canada  in  C 

^„- And  such  doctrine  taught  on 
thehusings,  circulated  by  the 
^  of ThpP  P««s  at  the  expln! 
!f„°V^e  Conservative  organiza- 
tion  had  a  powerful  influince  fn 

l^'ts"at"*Jl^¥"'«-n3l 
l^^nZ  atnc^-™X 

wh.'^  *■:    "^^  ^^°nd  result  was 

^U  mil'  ^''L^^°^^  <">*  and    a 
«all  made  by  the  government  fo? 


volunteers.  They  reaped  what 
ha^o/?hr*'^--T'>«'-«^^a«°ne 
nait  of  the  province  which  thev 
had^educated  to  reject  ith*!^ 

THE  RETURNED  SOLDIERS 

yj^^peatest  service  that  can 

havrfh-TcIa^'  '""«  "^'^^o 
nave  iirst  claim  upon  our  crat 

tude  and  sympathy  is  to  re^'ce 

in  t1!»"  "^'^^^^'■  H"^  to  do  tha? 
m  the  way  best  calculated  tn 
enable  each  man  to  become  i? 
possible  self  sustaining  ivTiasic 

the^ran,°H"  ""W^^*  »"d  best  ta 
tne  Canadian  people.   In  a  vast 

a"nT^'h  ?^  ■=««««    re-e3ucaIfon 

ceslarv  K™'"'"^  ^'"  *>«  «« 
„„¥ary-  In  these  cases  patience 
^"d  generos  ty  on  the  part  of  The 
State,  combined  with  sympathe" 
tic  understanding,  practS  ex- 
P:'"7,t;andsdentif!.knowle1- 
Iff  ^tate  will  call  in  to  aid  ifa 
S'  ""hV"  "'""«    way  tS 
s^?di.r  fn^*'"'"*^    *•"«    returned 
soldier  to  overcome    the  handi- 
caps  of  war.    If  we  but  set  our 
selves  resolutely  to  this  task  its 
brtW.r''""'''«^'»«te'nel 
everv  ti^^'t^  co-operation  of 
vTe^reaf°'"'^^^^"°"-r- 
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But  there  is  another  duty  de- 
volving upon  us,  the  discharge  of 
m»iK  '''5"'i  P-'^^^de  that  aCe 
lorce  tor  the    maintenance  carA 

pendents  and  families  are  not 
adequate.  In  an  effort  to  rectifv 
this  state  of  affairs  and  to  eS 


phaaize  its  policy  that  the  na- 
tion's obligations  to  the  soldiers 
and  their  dependents  must  be 
discharged  by  the  nation,  and 
not  through  the  medium  of 
public  benevolence  or  charity, 
Mr.  Copp,  member  for  West- 
moreland, at  the  last  session  of 
Parliament,  during  the  consider- 
ation of  the  Military  Service  Bill, 
moved  this  thoughtful  resolu- 
tion : — 

"That  the  further  consider- 
ation of  this  bill  be  deferred 
until  such  adequate  provision 
has  been  made  for  the  depend- 
ents of  soldiers  enlisted  for 
overseas  as  will  remove  the 
necessity  for  raising  money  by 
public  subscription  for  their 
support." 

The  resolution  was  opposed  by 
the  government  and  the  motion 
for  its.  adoption  defeated.  But 
the  necessity  for  action  must  be 
taken  to  put  the  soldiers  and 
their  dependents  beyond  any  pos- 
sibility of  want  after  public  sub- 
scription have  ceased  and  the 
glamour  and  excitement  of  the 
war  have  worn  away. 


THE  WAR  TIME  ELECTION 
ACT 

In  order  to  be  effective,  to 
satisfy  the  public  conscience  and 
to  secure  that  acquiescence  in  a 
verdict  which  should  be  the  last 
word  on  all  questions  submitted 
to  the  people,  a  general  election 
should  be  an  appeal  to  the  elect- 
prate  such  as  it  exists  under  the 
law. 
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The  government  have  discard- 
ed that  fundamental  principle  of 
the  institution  of  a  free  people. 
They  have  designedly  altered 
the  sanctity  of  the  franchise,  by 
choking  discussion,  by  ruth- 
lessly using  the  closure,  they 
have  deliberately  manufactured 
a  franchise  with  which  they 
hope  to  win  a  victory  at  the  polls 
—a  passing  victory  for  them- 
selves, a  permanent  injury  to  the 
country. 

This  act  known  as  War  Time 
Election  Act,  is  a  blot  upon  every 
instinct  of  justice,  honesty  and 
fair  play. 

It  takes  away  the  franchise 
from  certain  denominations 
whose  members  from  ancient 
times  in  English  history  have  ' 
been  exempt  from  military  ser- 
vice, and  lyho  in  Great  Britain 
never  were,  and  are  not  now, 
denied  their  rights  of  citizen- 
ship. 


It  takes  away  the  franchise 
trom  men  whom  we  invited  to 
this  country,  to  whom  we  pro. 
mised  all  the  rights  and  privil- 
eges of  our  citizenship,  who 
trusted  in  our  promises  and  who 
became  under  our  laws  British 
subjects  ajid  Canadian  citizens. 
They  are  thus  humiliated  and 
treated  with  contempt  under  the 
present  that,  being  bom  in  er  > 
my  countries,  in  Germany  and 
Austria,  they  might  be  biassed 
m  favour  of  their  native  country 
and  agamst  their  adopted  coun- 
try. The  assumption  is  false  in 
theory  and  might  easily  be  so 
demonstrated.  It  is  sufficient  to 


J^i'f'r  that  it  is  also  false  in 
fact.  There  has  not  been  any  cur- 
rent of  emigration  from  Ger- 
many to  Canada  during  the  last 

iw?.f^rYl'  ?"^  **  *°  Austria, 
almost  the  total  number,  perhans 

*^i^**l"*i''  °^  th«  emigrants 
rrom  that  country, were  not  from 
Austria  proper,  but  from  these 
Slav  provmces  held  by  force  by 
Austria,  and  whose  sympathies 
are  strong  and  deep  against 
her,  and  for  the  Allies.     *""'^"^' 

It  gives  the  franchise  to  some 
women  and  denies  it  to  others. 
AH  those  whose  privilege  it  is  to 

,nwt"^^''-n*i**'^^«  amongst  the 
soldiers  will  be  voters.  The  right 
will  be  refused  to  all  those  not  so 
pnviledged,  though  their  hearts 
^Z  •'i'.f'  as  strong  in  the  cause, 
and  though  they  have  worked 
incessantly  for  it.    Moreover  in 

nl™  P^X'I'^^.  °^  *^^  Dominion, 
namely  Ontario,  Manitoba,  Sas- 
katchewan, Alberta  and  British 
Columbia,  women  have  been  ad- 
mitted to  the  franchise.  Accord- 

w  ™i,**'u  **™^  °f  **>«  Dominion 
law, which  no  sophistry  can  blur, 
being  electors  in  the  province 
women  are  electors  in  the  Domi- 
TJl\  ^^  ^"^  "f  last  session 
them  ""^    ^^^    right  from 


IS  also  cast  aside,  and  iists  are  to 
be  prepared  by  an  army  of  so- 
called  enumerators,  whose  work 
must  be  done  in  haste,  whose 
P°^«"  wWtrary,  with  no  use- 
tui  checks  to  be  exercised  in  due 
time,  and  with  alj  doors  wide' 
fraud       *"°"'  confusion    aftd 

The  liberal  members  of  the  re- 
constructed government  have 
put  the  mantle  of  their  respec 
!.bihty  upon  this  nefarious  Act 
S?*;?"  as  upon  the  Canadian 
Northern  Railway  Act,  and  upon 
many  others  against  which  they 
wh?Jlfl^v.  .P'-ot^^t^d  and  from 
wnich  their  presence  in  the  gov- 
ernment cannot  remove  the  dan- 
gerous and  indefensible  char- 
acter. 


...I  ■  "^^  IS  VICIOUS  in  principle, 
and  IS  equally  vicious  in  its  en- 
acting dispositions.  We  have  in 
most  of  the  provinces  of  the  Do- 
"»".'°"'  a  reguJar  system  of  pre- 
paring the  voters'  lists,  and 
against  that  system  no  com- 
flTt  has  been  heard  during  the 
last  twenty  years.  That  syltem 
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Such  legislation  is  repugnant 
*?^f'y  sense  of  justice  and 
right     It  has  for  its  object  and 

tfoK^.^^S*'*.*"  discourage  and 
to  stifle  the  free  expression  of 
the  will  of  the  people,  and  to 
make  parliamentary  government 
a  mere  name  without  the  reaUty. 
A  bold  attempt  is  being  made 
to  silence  the  voice  of  the  people 
by  a  systematic  elimination  of 
liberal  candidate.-    ^om  the  field. 

rtiS'^-  "Y  ^"i*y  appeal  to  all 
the  friends  of  pohcical  freedom 
in  every  constituency  to  organize 
at  once  m  order  to  defeat  such  a 
conspiracy.  Let  the  masses  unite 
bearlrl  ""^    standard 

Should  I  be  called  upon  to 
form  a  Government  I  would  hope 
to  include  m  its  representatives 


of  business,  of    labour   and    of 
agriculture,  of    tlie  men  wliose 
sole  object  in  dealing  witli  the 
affairs  of  tlie  country  will  be  to 
devote    the    whole    ressources, 
wealth  and  energy  of  the  coun- 
try to  the  winning   of  the    war 
It  can  only  be  done    by    honest 
agreement  amongst    all  the  dif- 
ferent elements  and  interests  of 
Uie  country.      I  would  hope  to 
have   a    Government  represent- 
ative of  the  masses  of  the  people, 
the  common  people  whose  guid- 
ing principle  should  be  to  defend 
them  against    organized    priv- 
ilege which    has  heretofore  had 
far  too  much    control    over  the 
Government  of  the  country.    In 
this  election  it  is  my  desire  that 
the  common  people  should  have 
opportunitv  of  expressing  them- 
selves in  a  free  and  untrammel- 
led manner  at  the  polls,  so  that 
their  views  may    obtain    in  the 
new  Parliament  and  I  trust  that 
m  every  constituency  candidates 
representative  of  this  policy  may 
be  nominated  so  that  the  people 
can  vote  for  them. 


These  considerations    I    now 
place  b^ore  my  fellow  country- 
men   of   all    creeds    and  of «]) 
origins  for    their    appreciation 
and  judgment.  I  have  deemed  it 
my  duty  more  than  ever  perhaps 
in  the  course  of  my  long  public 
life,  to  speak  frankly  and  unequi- 
vocally upon  the  problems  that 
now  confront  us.    The  obtain  uig 
on  the  retention  of  office  is  at  all 
times,  only  a  secondary  consider- 
ation.     In  this  election  the  su- 
preme end  is  to  assist  in  the  tre- 
mendous struggle    in  which  we 
are  engaged,  to    maintain    the 
unity  of  the  nation,  to  avoid  the 
divisions  and  discords,  which  for 
many  years  kept    in    check,  are 
now  unfortunately    again  loom- 
ing up  dangerous  and  threaten- 
ing, to  resolutely  face  the  eco- 
nomic situation  with    a  view  of 
avoiding    and    lessening    priv- 
ations   and    sufferings,    which 
should  not  exist  in  a  country  so 
richly  endowed  by  nature  as  our 
country.    Whatever  may  be  the 
verdict  at  the  polls,  I  wiU  accept 
It,  neither  elated  by  victory,  nor 
downhearted  by  defeat 


-^. 


^^i^f-v^^  C^<^.0€>tJi^ 
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